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CONFIDENTIAL RABAT 1 162 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR, OAU, SP, MO 

SUB J : GOM ENDORSES SPANISH SOVEREIGNTY OVER CANARIES 
REF: (A) RABAT 0986, (B) MADRID 1857, (C) DAKAR 1388 (NOTAL) 

1 . AS REPORTED REFTEL (B), MOROCCAN EMBASSY IN MADRID ISSUED A 
COMMUNIQUE ON FEBRUARY 20 REJECTING THE REPORTED RECOMMENDATION OF 
THE OAU LIBERATION COMMITTEE THAT ALL MEMBER COUNTRIES GRANT 
ECONOMIC AND LOGISTICAL AID TO THE CANARIES' INDEPENDENCE GROUP 
(MPAIAC). THE COMMUNIQUE, WIDELY PUBLICIZED HERE, NOTED THAT (A) 
MOROCCO CONSIDERED - AND HAD ALWAYS CONSIDERED - THE CANARIES AN 
INTEGRAL PART OF SPAIN AND (B) MOROCCO DID NOT RECOGNIZE THE 

MPAIAC AS A LEGITIMATE NATIONAL LIBERATION MOVEMENT AND WOULD 
CONSEQUENTLY NOT PROVIDE IT WITH ANY FORM OF SUPPORT. THE 
COMMUNIQUE ENDED BY EMPHASIZING THAT THE GOM TOTALLY SUPPORTED 
THE POSITION OF THE GOS. 

2. THE PRO-GOVERNMENT PRESS HAS ALSO TAKEN A STRONGLY PRO- 
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SPANISH STANCE ON THE CANARIES ISSUE, CLAIMING THAT ALGERIAN 
DUPLICITY HAD MISLED THE LIBERATION COMMITTEE. IN AN EDITORAL 
FEBRUARY 22, AL MAGHRIB NOTED THAT WHEREAS THE SPANISH LEFT 
HAD BEEN INCONSISTENT IN DEMANDING SELF-DETERMINATION 
FOR THE "MOROCCAN SAHARA" WHILE ENDORSING THE PRINCIPLE OF 
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY FOR THE CANARIES, MOROCCO HAD CONSISTENTLY 
ENDORSED THE PRINCIPLE OF TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY AND THUS CONSIDERED 
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THE CANARIES AN INTEGRAL PART OF SPAIN. 

3. MAURITANIA, WE NOTE, WAS QUICK TO FOLLOW THE MOROCCAN LEAD, 

AS REFLECTED IN MAURITANIAN FONMIN OULD MOUKNASS INTERVIEW 
PUBLISHED FEBRUARY 21 BY THE SPANISH NEWS AGENCY, EFE, STRESSING 
THAT MAURITANIA CONSIDERED THE CANARIES AS INTEGRAL PART OF 
SPAIN AND THAT MAURITANIAN RESERVATIONS WOULD BE TRANSMITTED IN 
WRITING ON THE LIBERATION COMMITTEE'S RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE 
CANARIES TO THE OAU COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. 

4. COMMENT: THE GOM CLEARLY REMAINS DETERMINED TO CONTINUE 
IMPROVEMENT IN SPANISH-MOROCCAN BILATERAL RELATIONS, HOPING 
TO WEAKEN SUPPORT OF THE SPANISH LEFT FOR THE POLISARIO 

AND PREVENT SLIPPAGE WITHIN THE GOS ON THE SAHARA ISSUE, AND TO 
KEEP THE SPANISH-MOROCCAN FISHING AGREEMENT RECENTLY PASSED BY 
THE CORTES ON THE TRACKS. CONSEQUENTLY THE GOM WISHED TO ALLY 
ANY SPANISH FEARS THAT MOROCCAN IRREDENTISM MIGHT LEAD TO 
TROUBLE EITHER WITH RESPECT TO CANARIES OR - FOR THE MOMENT - TO 
THE SPANISH ENCLAVES OF CEUTA AND MELILLIA. THE FUROR OVER THE 
CANARIES IS PARTICULARLY WELL-SUITED FOR MOROCCAN PURPOSES IN 
THAT IT GIVES THE GOM THE OPPORTUNITY TO COMPARE FAVORABLY ITS 
MODERATE, PRO-SPANISH POSITION WITH THE RADICAL, PRO-MPAIAC STANCE 
TAKEN BY ALGERIA. 
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